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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">The African slave-trade, however, developed ear- <BR>lier than the doctrine of the Declaration of Inde- <BR>pendence. Negro slavery had long been an estab- <BR>lished institution in all the American colonies.<BR>Opposition to the slave-trade and to slavery was<BR>an integral part of the evolution of the doctrine of<BR>equal rights. As the colonists contended for their<BR>own freedom, they became anti-slavery in senti- <BR>ment. A standard complaint against British rule<BR>was the continued imposition of the slave-trade<BR>upon the colonists against their oft-repeated<BR>protest.</FONT><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font2 style=\" line-height:15.0pt;\">broad as humanity in their denotation, came to be<BR>applied to black men as well as to white men.<BR>Massachusetts embodied in her state constitution<BR>in 1780 the words, \"All men are born free and<BR>equal,\" and the courts ruled that these words in<BR>the state constitution had the effect of liberating<BR>the slaves and of giving to them the same rights as<BR>other citizens. This is a perfectly logical applica- <BR>tion of the doctrine of the Revolution.</SPAN><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font2 style=\" line-height:15.0pt;\">The African slave-trade, however, developed ear- <BR>lier than the doctrine of the Declaration of Inde- <BR>pendence. Negro slavery had long been an estab- <BR>lished institution in all the American colonies.<BR>Opposition to the slave-trade and to slavery was<BR>an integral part of the evolution of the doctrine of<BR>equal rights. As the colonists contended for their<BR>own freedom, they became anti-slavery in senti- <BR>ment. A standard complaint against British rule<BR>was the continued imposition of the slave-trade<BR>upon the colonists against their oft-repeated<BR>protest.</SPAN><BR>\
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